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There is little consensus on which strategies effectively build local support for large-scale
solar. Without evidence-based approaches, community concerns may go unheard, and
developers face costly risks.

This three-year project will test community engagement strategies (called ‘innovations’)
in the field. The project team will work alongside developers to deploy innovations around
current or proposed LSS development sites. Researchers will then use repeated survey
waves to test the impact of each engagement innovation on community support for LSS
development over time and compared to similar commmunities that did not receive an
innovation.

Developers involved in the project will gain insight into community engagement and
support around their specific LSS project which could be applied at other sites, while
researchers will generate empirically rigorous insights around community support and/or
opposition for future LSS projects more broadly.

The Approach: Testing What Works

Part 1: Community Engagement Innovations & Site Selection

The project team, in collaboration with the Solar Uncommon Dialogue’s (SUD’s)
Community Engagement and Siting Working Groups, has selected six community
engagement innovations to test in the field:

o Community Benefits Agreements Engagement Readiness Training for

Staff
e Funds for Community Donations e Open-Ended, Pre-Siting Engagement
e Non-Project Specific Community o Targeted Engagement with Specific
Education around LSS Groups and Leaders (i.e. churches,
Development economic development bodies,

schools, and other institutions).

Next Steps: SI2 along with its partners, is reaching out to developers and developing deployment
protocols in order to select final sites in Spring 2026.

Interested?
Contact seeds@ssii.org for more information.
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Measuring Impacts: Survey Design & Timeline

Part 2: Testing Community Engagement Innovations

The research team will use repeated waves of three distinct survey panels to measure

change in communities that receive an innovation (treated) and those that do not

(untreated). The team will compare treated and untreated groups to identify the effect of

each innovation.

Control Panel
Households near planned and potential LSS developments.

At least 2,000 households per wave in untreated communities
will be surveyed to generate benchmark data for comparison.

SURVEY TIMELINE

Wave 1- Nov 2025
Wave 2- Jan-Mar 2026
Wave 3 - Jul-Sep 2026

Wave 4 —Jul - Sep 2027

Community Panel

Households in areas receiving a community engagement

innovation Wave 1-Jan-Mar 2026

Wave 2 - Jul-Sep 2026

At least 2,000 households per wave in treated communities will be
Wave 3 - Jul-Sep 2027

surveyed. Responses will be compared to the Control Panel to
assess the effect of community-level innovations.

Household Panel
Test effects of an innovation on households living closer or further
away from the project.

At least 250 treated and 750 untreated households will be surveyed in
treated communities to assess household-level engagement
innovations.

Wave 1- Jul-Sep 2026
Wave 2 - Jan-Mar 2027
Wave 3 - Jul-Sep 2027

Engaging Practitioners: Disseminating Results

Part 3: Disseminating Project Deliverables

By mid-2027, all survey waves and research analysis will be completed. The project team
will then develop and disseminate final project deliverables and work products, including:

1. At least two academic articles submitted for publication;

2. Final industry-focused report, including insights for developers on each specific
project and on community engagement activities more broadly;

Factsheets for LSS practitioners

4. Final workshop reviewing project findings

W

Are you a developer with a project in 20262
Contact seeds@ssii.org for more information.
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